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Purpose:
We are actively taking steps to protect patients, family, and staff member by reducing the risk
of exposure to COVID-19 while providing guidance to conserve our PPE supply.

Hospitals within the State of Maryland are experiencing an unprecedented surge of patients
related to COVID-19. As a result, Mercy Health Services is operating under its Emergency
Response Plan. Patient care and treatment decisions may necessarily be impacted as the
availability of resources becomes affected.

Policy
e Staff within Mercy Health Services facility, regardless of role or location, should follow
the guidance below for PPE
e Extent of PPE will be based on guidelines developed by Infection Prevention, in
accordance with CDC guidance
e According to these guidelines, all staff will fall into one of three categories:
o Low risk of exposure
o Medium risk of exposure
o High risk of exposure
e Please note other isolation precautions should be maintained for other conditions as
appropriate:
o A mask alone is not enough to protect you
o Wash your hands often with soap and water or use hand sanitizer
o Social distancing: keep a distance (about 6 feet or 2 meters) from others
whenever possible
o Cover your mouth and your nose with your sleeve or a tissue when you cough or
sneeze
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These guidelines are all subject to change, due to national shortages during this pandemic.




